
NFWLParticipates in
Historic White House
Conference on Aging
Six (6) state legislators served as
Delegates to the White House
Conference on Aging in Washington,
DC from December 12th to the 14th.
Selected to serve after receiving a
nomination from NFWL the legisla-
tors joined 1,200 delegates from
around the nation to address issues
that the nation's current and future
elderly population will face over the
next decade.

The White House
Conference on Aging occurs once a
decade to make aging policy recom-
mendations to the President and
Congress, and to assist the public
and private sectors in promoting dig-
nity, health, independence, and eco-
nomic security of current and future
generations of older persons.

Major issues discussed at
this conference included reforms to
Medicaid, Medicare, and Social
Security.  The delegates will tackle
issues affect -
ing seniors
such as
employment,
assisted living
f a c i l i t i e s ,
h e a l t h c a r e
costs, and
access to care.
"As the first
wave of....
continued on
page 2

Ten (10) American elected officials returned this month
from a fact finding tour of Taiwan (the Republic of China
(ROC)).  The tour, sponsored by the National Foundation
for Women Legislators (NFWL), was designed to observe
the cultural, economic and political climate of this island
nation.  

According to Robin Read, NFWL President &
CEO and delegation leader, these American political
leaders were provided with an opportunity to create
strong relations with Taiwan by personally experiencing
the culture and meeting the people.  The legislators met
with leaders to discuss political progress and the reforms
the government is advocating in its ongoing diplomatic
struggle.

The delegation's agenda included visits with Ms. Hsiu-lien Lu, Vice
President of ROC; interviews with administrators at the Economic Affairs Ministry;
meetings with the Legislative Yuan (Parliament) and the two major political parties;
opportunities to engage in direct conversations with ordinary Taiwanese citizens;
and visits to museums, a national park, markets and restaurants.  

"The lasting impression we all
have from this trip is of the
Taiwanese people's remarkable per-
severance and ability to remain posi-
tive about a democratic future," said
delegation leader Robin Read.  "It
was wonderful to celebrate the suc-
cess of Ms. Hsiu-lien Lu who has
risen to power in spite of personal
and political travails."  

The members of this delegation
are preparing a report for the 2006
NFWL Annual Conference regarding
the progress of relations between the
United States and Taiwan as the two
countries strengthen ties culturally,
economically and politically. 
See page 3 for more information
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NFWLInternational Committee Organizes
Delegation to Taiwan, Meets VP&Others

Special 2005 Year-End Edition

2005 NFWL Conferences & Events
March 9, 2005:Congressional Awards Reception in Washington, DC
April 28-29, 2005:USDOJ National Strategy Meeting on Identifying the Missing in Philadelphia, PA
July 2005: NFWL Legislators Attend Centers for Disease Control Conference in Atlanta, GA
September 8-12, 2005:Annual Conference at The Ritz-Carlton in Phoenix, AZ
November 30-December 4, 2005: NFWL International Committee Delegation to Taiwan
December 11-14, 2005:NFWL Delegates Participate in White House Conference on Aging in DC

Vice President Hsui-lien Lu of the Republic of China (Taiwan)
welcomes the NFWL Delegation to her country.  Delegation
members include (front l-r) Robin Read, President & CEO of
NFWL; Rep. Faye Culp (FL); (back l-r) Julie Swaney, NFWL;
Rep. Juanita Head Walton (MO); Rep. Lynn Finnegan (HI);
Rep. Judy Morrison (KS); Rep. Pamela Gorman (AZ); Rep.
Diane Winston (LA); Sen. Rebecca Rios (AZ); Sam Brunelli,
NFWL; and Sen. Irma Clark-Coleman (MI)

Robin Read, President & CEO of
NFWL, accepts a token from
Director General Victor Chin of the
Taiwan Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

NFWL Chair Rep. Faye
Culp (FL) meets Dorcas
Hardy, Chairman of the
White House Conf. on
Aging Policy Committee.



(from page 1)...baby boomers move into retirement, we must
be prepared to redefine our concepts of senior citizens.  This
group will begin to turn 60 in just a few years, but they are going
to be our country's seasoned seniors rather than our country's
retired seniors.  That's a new concept, and our strategies have
to develop to address it," said Robin Read, President of NFWL.

The members of the delegation included
Representative Toni Boucher (CT), Senator Edith Prague (CT),
Representative Faye Culp (FL), Senator Nancy Boettger (IA),
Senator Marguerite Kleven (SD), and Representative Mary
Skinner (WA).  The legislators were nominated by NFWL and
selected by the White House Conference on Aging to serve as
official Delegates to the Conference as a result of their leader-
ship in their respective on Aging and other related issues.
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NFWLParticipates in Historic White House Conference on Aging (cont.)

Resolutions Adopted at WHCoA

Did You Know?

NFWL Delegates to the White House Conference on Aging meet informal-
ly before sessions begin in Washington DC. 

The White House Conferences on Aging have convened every 10 years and have served as catalysts for aging pol-
icy for more than 40 years. The Conferences have prompted the establishment of key initiatives for older persons
and influenced societal changes in the private and public sectors on retirement, health care, transportation, housing,
and economic security. 

During the 2005 WHCoA, over 50 resolutions were discussed, revised and adopted.  NFWL Delegates
played a key role in the adoption of the following top ten resolutions. 

1. Reauthorize the Older Americans Act within the first six months following the WHCOA 
2. Develop a coordinated, comprehensive, long-term care strategy by supporting public and private sector ini-

tiatives that address financing, choice, quality, service delivery, and the paid and unpaid workforce
3. Ensure that older Americans have transportation options to retain their mobility and independence
4. Strengthen and improve the Medicaid Program for Seniors
5. Strengthen and improve the Medicare Program 
6. Support Geriatric Education and training for all healthcare professionals, paraprofessionals, health 

profession students, and direct care workers
7. Promote innovative models of non-institutional long-term care
8. Improve recognition, assessment, and treatment of mental illness and depression among older Americans
9. Attain adequate numbers of healthcare personnel in all professions who are skilled, culturally competent, 

and specialized in geriatrics
10. Improve state and local based integrated delivery systems to meet 21st century needs of seniors

For more information on these and other resolutions of the WHCoA, please visit the White House Conference on
Aging website at www.whcoa.gov.

In 2005, 81 women serve in the U.S. Congress. Fourteen women serve in the Senate, and 66 women serve in
the House. The number of women in statewide elective executive posts is 81, while the proportion of women in
state legislatures is at 22.6 percent. 

Congress: women hold 81, or 15.1%, of the 535 seats in the 109th US Congress — 14, or 14.0%, of the 100
seats in the Senate and 67, or 15.4%, of the 435 seats in the House of Representatives. In addition, three women
serve as Delegates to the House from Guam, the Virgin Islands and Washington, DC.

Statewide Elective Executive: In 2005, 81 women hold statewide elective executive offices across the coun-
try; women hold 25.7% of the 315 available positions. Among these women, 35 are Democrats, 43 are Republicans,
and 3 were elected in nonpartisan races.

State Legislature: In 2005, 1,668, or 22.6%, of the 7,382 state legislators in the United States are women.
Women hold 406, or 20.6%, of the 1,984 state senate seats and 1,262, or 23.3%, of the 5,411 state house seats.
Since 1971, the number of women serving in state legislatures has increased more than four-fold.

The National Foundation for Women Legislators: Helping you Make the Difference!

Excerpted from research of the Center for American Women and Politics at Rutgers University.



The NFWL Delegation to Taiwan held various meetings over the course of the trip to discuss trade and political
issues with the current government officials and opposition party in Taiwan.  

Trade was a major topic as Taiwan would like to enter into a Free Trade Agreement with the United States
government.  Several US states have passed resolutions calling for such negotiations and delegation members
vowed to take on the issue in their states as well.

Delegates were presented with much information regarding the relationship between Taiwan and main-
land China.  “I thought I knew what the conflicts were between Taiwan and China, but I now have a much greater
understanding and appreciation for the struggle Taiwan faces as it liberalizes and strengthens its democracy,” said
delegation member and NFWL Chair, Representative Faye Culp (FL).  Legislators were pleased to learn about
Taiwan’s recent democratic strides and encouraged officials from both major political parties to continue on the
path toward a more open and free society.

The visit also gave members an opportunity to discover more about Taiwan’s history and culture through
visits to the Chiang Kai-Shek Memorial Hall, National Taiwan Junior College of Performing Arts, Tze Chi Buddhist
Foundation, Taroko National Park and National Palace Museum.  “There were so many wonderful opportunities to
really experience the Taiwanese way of life and to meet with average Taiwanese citizens,” remarked
Representative Joni Jenkins (KY).  “I feel like American and Taiwanese people share so many great values and I
look forward to participating in future exchanges,” added Representative Juanita Head Walton (MO).

The delegation met with representatives of the US in Taiwan as well, including officials at the American
Institute in Taiwan, which has served as the official office of American interests in Taiwan, since diplomatic recog-
nition of China was transferred to Beijing in 1979. Delegates also visited the American Chamber of Commerce in
Taipei which is a non-profit, non-partisan business organization dedicated to promoting the interests of internation-
al business in the Republic of China (Taiwan). The Chamber boasts more than 800 members representing nearly
500 companies and is a resource for US businesses seeking relationships in Taiwan.
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Delegation Talks Trade, Political Ties between US&Taiwan

Diane Chen (center), Chairwoman of Taipei 101, the world’s tallest build-
ing, greets NFWL delegation members including (l-r) Sen. Irma Clark-
Coleman (MI), Rep. Juanita Head Walton (MO), Rep. Faye Culp (FL),
Rep. Judy Morrison (KS), Rep. Diane Winston (LA), Rep. Pamela
Gorman (AZ), Sam Brunelli of NFWL, and Rep. Lynn Finnegan (HI).

Pictures left to right:
Representative Judy Morrison (KS) congratulates the Chinese Nationalist Party Chairman Ying-Jeou Ma on his party’s major gains in the local city and county elec-
tions held in Taiwan during NFWL’s visit.
Senator Irma Clark-Coleman (MI) introduces herself to Mr. Shu-Ti Chang, Director of the Department of Policy Planning at the Mainland Affairs Council of Taiwan.
Ms. Chun-Fang Hsu, Deputy Director General of the Bureau of Foreign Trade in the Taiwan Ministry of Economic Affairs (center) accepts a token from NFWL
President & CEO Robin Read.  Delegation members (l-r) Rep. Juanita Head Walton (MO), Rep. Mary Lou Marzian (KY), Rep. Joni Jenkins (KY), Rep. Pamela
Gorman (AZ), Rep. Judy Morrison (KS) and Sen. Irma Clark-Coleman greet Ms. Hsu and talk about the possible Free Trade Agreement between the US and Taiwan.

The Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative
Office (TECRO) has offices in 12 US states, in addi -
tion to Washington, DC.  They are located in: 

Atlanta, GA Boston, MA
Chicago, IL Guam
Honolulu, HI Houston, TX
Kansas City, MO Los Angeles, CA
Miami, FL New York, NY
San Francisco, CA Seattle, WA

Visit www.teco-us.org  for more information on your
regional office and how you can best support
Taiwan’s efforts for free trade and international
recognition.
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Complete all information for each person attending. 
Please type or print.

              
Name (Must match exactly with name on Photo ID  and/or SS card)    Date 
 
              
Legislative State or Organization       Title 
 
              
Street Address (address to send event information) 
 
             
City       State   Zip 
 
              
Email Address                                                                             Cell Phone  
 
              
Office Telephone        Office Fax 
 
              
Home Telephone      Home Fax 
 
              
Emergency Contact         Emergency Number 
 
              
Social Security Number        D. O. B. 
 
*The NFWL Registration Fee includes all workshops, meals, and receptions.  I understand there is a $100.00 
cancellation fee after September 15 th. 
 
X              
Signature (please sign to confirm attendance)             Date 
 
Registration Fee:   (please check the appropriate box below) 

 

NFWL Member Legislator   __$300.00     __$225.00 (before  June  1)    
Non-NFWL Member Legislator: $400.00 (ear ly registrat ion d iscount  not  appl icable to non-members ) 

 
*Contact NFWL for corporate, individual and guest registration rate s* 

 

Method of Payment (please check one):    please make check payable to NFWL and mail to:  
The National Foundation for Women Legislators, 910 16 th  Street, NW, Suite 100, Washington, DC 20006 

 
 

 

    Charge my Credit Card  Bill M e  ?          Check 

 

Credit Card/Payment information:  (   ) VISA     (   ) MC     (   ) AMEX        (   ) Discover 
 

Credit Card #         Expiration   
 
Signature        Date     
 

 

*Make your hotel reservations at The Ritz-Carlton, Bachelor Gulch by calling (800) 241-3333. 
Be sure to mention that you are with NFWL to receive the special legislative room rate of $105.  

(Guests and corporate attendees have a room rate of $195.) 
 

Please fax back Completed and Signed Registration Form to (202) 293-5430.  
Call NFWL (202) 293-3040 with questions or visit our web-site: www.womenlegislators.org

Register Now for the 
2006 NFWL Annual Conference. 

Take a Break after the 2006 Elections
and bring your family to spend
Thanksgiving in the beautiful

Colorado mountains next November!
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