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Presenter
Presentation Notes
I’m going to give an overview of Pew’s work on oral health, outlining some of the policy solutions that we have worked with states to support. And what I’ve asked Mike and Rep. Sirocki to do is really zero in on one of those solutions, which Maine adopted earlier this year, to address that state’s dental workforce needs. 
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Mission 
The Pew Children’s Dental 
Campaign strives for cost-
effective policies that will 

mean millions more 
children get the basic 

dental care they need to 
grow, learn and lead 

healthy lives. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
READ SLIDE
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Why Kids’ Dental Health? 

1.   Improve government performance – only  1/3 of   
Medicaid children receive care 

2.   Make sure kids are ready for school 
3.   There is strong evidence for solutions 
4.   Bipartisan support for change 
5.   The issue draws many partners 
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Fluoridation, Sealants  
 
Federal funding and more 
dental coverage 
 
New types of providers, and 
better use of existing providers 

PREVENTION 
 

ACCESS 
 
 

WORKFORCE 

Priorities 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

To that end, we work to advance evidence-based, cost-effective policies in these areas
�Some specifics on the issues that we work on: 
Prevention: Community water fluoridation, fluoride varnish, dental sealants for young children
Access: We advocate for federal funding and increased access to dental insurance coverage
Workforce: We support workforce development, and expanding the use of new and existing providers for dental care

Working with all of you, your staff, your colleagues and local advocates and champions around the country is a central component of our work to improve the oral health of American children.  Today, I’m going to quickly talk about some of Pew’s resources and materials available to help you advance children’s oral health.
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Pewtrusts.org/dental 

Pew Research Reports: 
50 State Assessments (Report Cards) 

2010
  

2011 2013 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Underlying all of our work in each state, city, and community around all of these issues is our research reports, which are available online for free at the site listed here.

The Cost of Delay, and Making Coverage Matter: Pew assessed and graded states and the District of Columbia on eight proven policy solutions that ensure dental health and access to care. 
�Falling Short: 50 state report: status of sealant regulations, released just last year.

I should also mentioned Pew released two additional reports focused on workforce development this year: Growing the Dental Workforce and Expanding the Dental Team, which are available online, if you’re interested.

Upcoming reports include: 
Sealants report: will update with 50 state fact sheets on status of state sealant regulations, which will be released within the next year

Fluoridation report: updating 20 year old stats on the return on investment for communities around the country to fluoridate their water systems. You may have heard the often-repeated stat that for every one dollar invested in fluoridation saves 38 dollars. This study is almost 20 years old, and we’re working to review how much it really costs to fluoridate today compared to the saves in dental costs
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Presentation Notes
We’re looking forward to the fluoridation report, because we know that community water fluoridation is one of the most effective ways to prevent dental decay. And while the national outlook for fluoridated water is positive and majority of Americans have access to fluoridated water, access varies significantly by state, and 72 million people still do not have access to fluoridated water.  

This is a graphic we produced based on the 2012 CDC data on fluoridation. The reddish colored states are the ones with the lowest levels of CWF access, the blueish are the ones with the greatest number of people receiving fluoridated water.

Pew works with states to increase access to this preventive health benefit, by partnering with local experts, advocates and legislative champions to identify new, innovative funding streams for fluoridation equipment, and support efforts to protect the fluoridation that currently exists.  

In addition to these state and local campaign efforts, we also work to advocate for CDC funding for state oral health infrastructure grants that support a wide range of oral health projects at the state level, including water fluoridation education.






Fluoride Sealants  Workforce 

Louisiana: 
Drinking Water 
Revolving Loan Fund 

• Stable source of funding 
• Long-term solution  



Fluoride Sealants  Workforce 

New York:  
Prior Notice Laws 

• Time to gather evidence 
• Opportunity for education and discussion 
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Fluoridation Resources 

iLikeMyTeeth.org 
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• Research on sealant policy 
 

• Establishing school-based 
programs and making 
existing ones more 
efficient 
 

• Bringing state practice acts 
up to date with clinical 
recommendations  

Dental Sealants 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
READ SLIDE.
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Dental Sealants 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
As I mentioned earlier, access to dental sealants is another evidence-based preventive benefit. 
Unfortunately, based on Pew’s research in the dental sealants report last year, 19 states and D.C. currently have laws or policies that restrict the ability of dental hygienists to place sealants in schools or other public health settings. 
By requiring a dentist’s exam before a hygienist can place sealants on a child’s teeth, these laws are hindering states’ ability to maximize the benefits of this proven preventive oral health strategy. 

The darkest blue states are the ones with the ideal, evidence-based policy for dental sealants.

Beyond that, there is really a patchwork of laws related to dental sealants.



Fluoride Sealants  Workforce 

Ohio: 
Remove the prior exam 

• Hundreds of thousands in save costs 
• Save money, treat more children 

•  Less missed class 
 



Fluoride Sealants  Workforce 

Hawaii: 
Establish school-sealant 
programs 

• Solution to long-standing problem 
• Huge evidence basis (60% effectiveness) 
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Dental Workforce  
and Access to Care 

• Many Americans lack dental insurance 
• Maldistribution of dentists 
• Few dentists accept Medicaid  
• Too few children on Medicaid  get 

dental care 

Mission of Mercy clinic in Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri on May 3, 
2013. People camped out in line for 
two days to receive free dental 
care. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For decades millions of Americans – many of them low income—have been receiving inadequate dental care under a delivery system the Institute of Medicine has characterized as broken.    
A number of factors create barriers to getting care.  Too many Americans lack dental insurance.  A maldistribution of dentists across the country means serious shortages in many areas. 47,542,175 Americans live in area with a dentist shortage



And, few dentists accept Medicaid.  In the U.S., low-income children—in comparison to their wealthier peers -- are more likely to have health insurance in the form of Medicaid, and less likely to see a dentist. And, they are twice as likely to suffer from untreated caries.  
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Few Dentists Accept Medicaid 
2012 survey of 33 states 

Less than  

30% 
of 

dentists 

Filed  

50 

claims or 
more 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes

A 2012 survey of 33 states found that, on average, less than 30% of working dentists filed more than 50 Medicaid claims.
There are many reasons dentists give for not accepting Medicaid, including low reimbursement rates, burdensome paperwork, and high rates of missed appointments among Medicaid patients.
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What are mid-level providers? 

• They fill roles similar to nurse 
practitioners or physician’s 
assistants in medicine 

• Scope of practice: preventive 
and routine restorative care 

• Models vary by scope of 
practice, settings for practice 
and supervision requirements 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A dental midlevel provider plays a role similar to a nurse practitioner or physician's assistant in medical care settings. They offer preventive and routine restorative procedures under the supervision of a dentist. There are several different midlevel provider models, each with its own education and supervision requirements, and scopes of practice.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
While this is a fairly new idea to the US, it is not new to the rest of the world.  Midlevel providers have been used for nearly 100 years and are now in 52 countries. 


Source: (1) David Nash et al for the W. K. Kellogg Foundation, A Review of the Global Literature on Dental Therapists, April 2012, available at http://www.wkkf.org/resource-directory/resource/2012/04/nash-dental-therapist-literature-review.
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Increased access to 
care? 

Added net revenue? 

Dentists performing more 
complex procedures? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Study in 5 clinical settings… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here are our topline findings which I’ll describe in more detail…

Increased access to care.   In the case studies where allied dental providers were installed to increase access to care for underserved populations (Alaska, 2 Minnesota sites, VDH in California) they are accomplishing this goal.  
 
Added net revenue.   In four of the five case studies, the revenues generated by allied providers more than offset the increase in expenses associated with their employment.  Under some circumstances, net practice profit can be significant.
 
Dentists changing their procedure mix  Data strongly suggest that allied dental providers  in the case studies allow dentists to concentrate more of their efforts on complex procedures rather than routine care.
 
Variable impacts. 3rd party reimbursements – namely Medicaid – figure strongly in the level of profit that midlevel providers can generate for their practices 
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Evidence on safety of dental therapists 

Review of 1,100 
studies show that 
dental therapists 
deliver safe, effective 
care 

21 
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Presentation Notes

An extensive review of the literature done globally on midlevels finds that they offer safe, effective dental care to children. No study has ever found problems with the quality of care they provide.
 
Source: David Nash et al for the W. K. Kellogg Foundation, A Review of the Global Literature on Dental Therapists, April 2012, available at http://www.wkkf.org/resource-directory/resource/2012/04/nash-dental-therapist-literature-review.





22 Source: Pew Center on the States data from survey of state oral health programs and 
state boards of dentistry, 2011-2012. 
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New Provider Types | 2014 

Current Therapy Models States Considering Dental Therapy 
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Fluoride Sealants  Workforce 

California:  
The Virtual Dental Home 

• Use existing providers for effectively 
• Changes the traditional system  
and brings care to the underserved 



Fluoride Sealants  Workforce 

Maine:  
Authorize dental  
therapy 

• Open up access for Medicaid population 
• Can perform restorative care 

• Extends reach of dentist 
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Contact: Andrew Peters, apeters@pewtrusts.org 
Learn more at iLikeMyTeeth.org and 

pewtrusts.org/dental 
 
 
 

Keep informed: Receive Pew's monthly e-
newsletter, Dental News & Views. Send an email to Mary 
McNamara, mmcnamara@pewtrusts.org, with the words 

“Sign me up“ in the subject line. 
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