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APA:  Who We Are
 Founded in 2018 to form an advocacy voice for personal injury patients and 

the medical providers who treat them.

 Mission:  Promote and expand access for uninsured and underinsured patients 
to immediate and necessary medical care. 

 Purpose:  Through collaboration, education, marketing, and lobbying, APA 
informs federal and state lawmakers, policymakers, courts, and the public at 
large, of the benefits of underinsured and uninsured patients having access to 
quality medical care. APA also monitors and responds to efforts to limit, 
restrict, or expand access to necessary medical care for patients with limited 
financial means. Lastly, APA works to educate medical providers and 
members on the most effective solutions for providing access to necessary 
medical care.



APA:  What We Do
 Advocate for personal injury patients and the medical professionals who treat 

them in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, and the Federal government.

 APA is the only national association focused on providing a voice to personal injury 
patients and their medical providers

 Educate and engage medical providers and their representative specialty 
professional organizations on legislation and regulation that directly impacts 
the personal injury environment

 Many medical associations due not have the bandwidth to monitor legislation that 
affects a small percentage of their overall membership.  APA brings to the medical 
associations’ attention legislation affecting personal injury patients and their 
providers in order to collaborate with them on behalf of their providers and the 
patients they treat.

 Provide resources for legislators and regulators to understand the personal 
injury space

 Go to www.accessforpatients.org to download our white paper!



APA:  Our Fight for Patients and Providers
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APA:  Our Fight for Patients and 
Providers

 Due to the complex and niche nature of the personal injury space, our 
members and their patients are often mistakenly lumped in with 
organizations and industries that do not pertain to them.

 So far in the 2022 legislative session, APA has seen the treatment of personal injury 
patients be part of legislation that aims to regulate B2C transactions, third party 
litigation funders, and Medicaid reimbursement, among many other topics.

 We now count over 15 priority issue areas that impact medical providers and 
patients' daily procedures.



What is Personal Injury?

 “Personal injury law, also known as tort law, is designed to protect you if you 
or your property is injured or harmed because of someone else’s act or failure 
to act.” – American Bar Association1

 Example:  Someone doesn’t stop at a stop sign and crashes into your car.  You 
are injured because of this.  The laws covering your ability to seek payment 
from your or the other driver’s insurance company for your medical treatment 
costs, vehicle repair costs, lost wages, etc. are covered under personal injury.  

 Personal injury is common!

 Between 300,000 and 500,000 personal injury cases are filed each year2

 52% of those cases are from auto accidents2

1 https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_education/resources/law_issues_for_consumers/injury/
2 US Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Civil Justice Survey of State Courts, 2005



The Personal Injury Legal Process

https://www.gjel.com/news/personal-injury-lawsuit-timeline.html



The Personal Injury Legal Process

 The process, regardless of whether the claim settles or not, takes an average 
of 18 months to complete.

 While all of the legal procedure is occurring, personal injury patients are 
recovering from and being treated for their physical injuries.  



Personal Injury Patients:  Who Are They?

 Everyone!

 Uninsured and underinsured persons are personal injury patients, too!  They 
deserve the same access to medical care as any other patient.

 As of 2020, the CDC’s National Health Statistics Report showed that 31.6 
million people of all ages were uninsured – 10% of the US population.4

 31.2 million people were under the age of 654

 Communities of color most heavily represent the uninsured and underinsured 
population.4

 All personal injury patients, regardless of their insurance status, must be able 
to receive quality medical care.

4 National Health Statistics Reports, Number 169, February 11, 2022



Who Treats Personal Injury Patients?

Patient

Emergency 
Room 

Physicians

Radiologists 

Pain 
Management 
Specialists

Physical 
TherapyNeurology

Orthopedics

Chiropractic 
Care



Communication in a Personal Injury Case
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When Considering Legislation, How Should 
Legislators Keep PI Patients in Mind?

 Will this legislation ultimately increase personal injury patient access to 
medical care?

 What impact will this legislation have on medical providers who treat 
personal injury patients?

 Is this legislation fair and equitable for both the plaintiff (patient) and 
defendant, or does this legislation add undue burden on the personal injury 
patient during the legal process?

 Ask questions and seek to understand the personal injury environment!



Questions?  Contact Us!

 Ask us questions and engage with us!

 APA Associate Director, Leigh Maltby:  lmaltby@accessforpatients.org/262-496-2734

 www.accessforpatients.org


